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INFORMATION SHEET 

Dangerous goods document mandatory on board a ship  

Because of too many mis-understandings, it is necessary to remind the international regulation regarding 
mandatory documents on board a ship dealing with dangerous cargoes. 

The IMDG Code, in its chapter 5.4.3, describes “Documentation required aboard the ship”: 

“Each ship carrying dangerous goods and marine poll utants shall have a special list or manifest settin g 
out , in accordance with regulation 4.5 of chapter VII of SOLAS 1974, as amended, and with regulation 4(3) of 
Annex III of MARPOL 73/78, the dangerous goods and marine pollutants and the l ocation thereof . A detailed 
stowage plan, which identifies by class and sets out the location of all dangerous goods and marine pollutants, 
may be used in place of such a special list or manifest. This dangerous goods or marine pollutants  list or 
manifest  shall be based on the documentation and certification required in this Code and shall at least contain , 
in addition to the information in 5.4.1.4 and 5.4.1.5, the stowage location and the total quantity of the 
dangerous  goods and marine pollutants . A copy of one of these documents shall be made available before 
departure to the person or organization designated by the Port State authority.  
Emergency response information: For consignments of dangerous goods, appropriate information shall be  
immediately available  at all times for use in emergency response to accidents and inci dents involving 
dangerous  goods in transport . The information shall be available away from packages containing the 
dangerous goods and immediately accessible in the event of an incident…” 

 

The Dangerous Cargo Manifest  extracted from our IT booking system LARA/HARP is in accordance with  
MARPOL, SOLAS regulations and IMDG Code . All mandatory items, described above, are displayed in this 
document and previously checked by one of our specialized offices (list of dangerous goods per container, 
weights, packaging, marine pollutant, emergency response information referring to the supplement of the IMDG 
Code, stowage positions…).  

This document is provided by the local agent before starting commercial operations for all containers (Group CMA 
CGM and partners) to be loaded on board. Both, the master and the agent, must sign this document and add in 
handwritten the stowage position for each hazardous container. 

The international regulation or the US 49CFR does not oblige a vessel to hold neither a Dangerous Goods 
Declaration or  Multimodal Dangerous Goods Form  nor a packing certificate . However, these documents 
must be held by local agencies in order to be presented to the local authorities or in case of a Port State Control. 
These documents must compulsorily display several signatures (the shipper, the packer sometimes the driver) 
and therefore are not mandatory  on board a vessel . 
 


